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SHUBHANSHU ANIL RASTOGI
SHUKLA Veteran theatre and film actor Anil Rastogi achieved ~ — 2

Born and brought a rare milestone in 2025 by performing at 100 theatre ?

up in Lucknow, , Venues across India. The achievement highlighted his

Shubhanshu Shukla lifelong dedication to theatre and Lucknow's enduring

created history in contribution to India's performing arts tradition :

2025 by mming — il e

the first Indian SHARDA NAND TIWARI

astronaut to visit Lucknow's Sharda Nand

the International Tiwari finished as the

Space Station. highest goal scorer at the

His achievement Junior Men's Hockey World

marked a major Cup 2025. Despite being a

milestone for defender, he scored eight

India's space goals in five matches, playing a key role in India's
ambitions hrun:e—medal finish

and highlighted } . PROF SONIYA NITYANAND

Lucknow's | ‘:'H}‘- KGMU VC Prof Soniya Nityanand received Padma
contribution to "‘“’ s , Shri in 2025 for contribution to
nurturing talent in i 1 KR \PX 8 | medicine. She played a key role
advanced research, Yy M | in strengthening medical researc
space science and and ;Eﬂd&l‘lﬂﬂ leadership in

Lucknow

global exploration
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‘Beyond the Curtain’: Veteran actor
Anil Rastogi hits ton of p]ays

HT Correspondent

letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW : Veteran Indian the-
atre, television and film actor
Anil Rastogi hit the stage for
his 100th play on Monday
wherein he performed in a play
“Beyond the Curtain”, which is
inspired by Anton Chekhov's
classic “The Swan Song”, at the
Uttar Pradesh Sangeet Natak
Akademi.

The play depicted him not as
Vasily from Chekhov’s classic,
crushed under the weight of
age, searching for a final per-
formance within his insecuri-
ties. Instead, Rastogi was
shown finding a beginning
through humility, dedication
and love for his craft.

The play depicted the
82-year-old scientist-turned-ac-
tor's untold stories, silent
struggles, patience and philoso-
phy of his life which continues
to burn like a flame. The play,
directed by Mumbai-based Luc-
knowite Muskan Goswami,
also wove some instances of
plays staged by Rastogi in the
past. They included Shake-
speare’s “"Hamlet”, “Othello”
and “King Lear” apart from

Anil Rastogl starsin his 100th play in Lucknnw

“Panchi Ja Panchi Aa”, "Daddy”
and others. Rastogi has over six
decades of theatre experience .

Throughout the perform-
ance, he tried depicting a dia-
logue between the past and the
present. The play chronicles his
life journey as a scientist and
an actor from the lens of an old
man who is suffering from
dementia.

What he is, however,
reminded of is about his distin-
guished past as a scientist
(research on parasitic diseases
at CDRI, Fellowship of the
National Academy of Sciences)
and the journey of a theatre

MUSHTAQALI/HT

artiste. With a cake marked
with the number 100, flickering
candles and scattered cos-
tumes, he moves between illu-
sions and laughter, awards and
disappointments.

Memories of his mother,
father, and brother; the com-
panionship of his wife, son, and
grandchild; and the support of
CDRI and the Darpan Theatre
Group lift him out of loneliness
and lead him towards the cele-
bration of his 100th play. His
shadow, performed by
Ambrish Bobby, created an
intense visual and sensory
experience on the stage.
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Fics: Aditya Yadmv

heartwarming &
heartbreaking tale

Dﬂllv ﬁastnm

Dr

Mithilesh
6Mandvi Y
Singh

Dhruv and
Tanya Rishi

N OER O OOF B == s = n F P s ] O == =T B N _ 3

he play Daddy, directed by

Va ['r]ulmu Kulshrestha,

aeed at
i. Inspired

rench writer

ian Zeller, the production
woved the audience with the
emotional journey of a father
suffering I'| i ri- mentin

ing father.
The unique perspective of the
play took the audience on an im
' "i|!|rll'-'ITIr.JI1'Z! ‘
5. revealing how memo
WS O |t|u!| rstanding of
uh[ and those around us, As
's mind drifts back to
his late mother be-

e the hall, and
the emotionally moved
audience stood to applaud
Dr Anil Rastogi, who
portrayed the role of the
father, was highly
appreciated for his
powerful performance

5 Mishra

KumKum Dhar

Dr Alok
Dhawan &
Pankaj
Prasun

ey

Tarig Khan Kishor Kumar

Bhanu and
Preeti
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 Anil Rastogi credits wife for
perfection in dialogue delivery

: » Continued fromP1

yorn and brought up in
I% Lucknow, Rastogi did
: his graduation and post-
: graduation from Lucknow

: University. He has also acted

- InOTTseriesand 70 films. An

. award winning actor, he is

: known forhisrolesinTV seri-

: al ‘Udaan’ and movies ‘Ishaq-
. zaade’ and ‘Na Bole Tum Naa
. Maine Kuch Kaha'.

: Rastogi was 18 when he
: was drawn towards acting
: while watching plays. “My
: maternal uncle Tony Babu
. used to act in plays and he in-
: spired me to act. He introdu-

: ced me to several theatre ar-

. tists and directors,” he told
: TOIL While pursuing higher

- education in science, he conti-

. nued tostruggle for abreak in

. theatreand finally gotamajor

Ajay Kumar

Veteran actor Anil Ras‘togi

role in 1961 in the play Noor
Jahan'. In 1962, Rastogi was
appointed scientistatthe Cen-
tral Drug Research Institute
in Lucknow, and in the same
year, got married to Sudha,
who played a stellar role in his
acting career. He gives credit
for perfection in his dialogue
delivery, choice of excellent
plays and support to his wife.
“The motivation to act, hel-
ping me in learning dialogues
and choosing plays is done by

my wife,” he said. “In 1964, 1
met Rajeshwar Bachchan ji
whotaught meall the nuances
of theatre and I did many pla-
yswith him,” herecalled. Ras-
togi also forayed into radio
plays in1971.

“I had to work hard to stri-
ke a balance between my pro-
fession and passion. For my
favourite play "Yahudi Ki Lad-
ki',Thad tomemoriselongdia-
logues and deliver them as it
was performed at a Parsi the-
atre. Another tough play,
which is close to my heart,
was 'Sakharam Binder'. It was
avery bold play with intimate
scenes, but I played the role in
a way that did not make the
public uncomfortable,” Ras-
togi said. Rastogi acted in 55
plays while he was with CDRI
and staged 45 plays after reti-
ring from the institute in 2003.
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“"§hradhanand Tiwari

\ | Shradhanand Tiwari, the son of
an escort driver of Lucknow DM,
was India's spearhead at the
junior Hockey World Cup quarter
final match against Belgium in
Bhubaneswar, He converted

a penalty corner to score

the only goal of the - & Y
match to take his team _. +r V. @0

into the semi-finals u Tny —

Himanshu Bajpai & Pragya Sharma
The daastango duo found mention in PM
Modi's Mann ki Baat. During the virtual
address, Modi mentioned the storytelling

of Rani Durgawati, narrated by Bajpai and
sharma at one of their events in Madhya
Pradesh. Defence minister Rajnath Singh also
lauded them for keeping the art form alive.

"
N

Anil Rastogi

Celebrated theatre and film
artist and ex-CDRI scientist
Anil Rastogi was conferred
with the prestigious
Rashtriya Kalidas Samman
by the Madhya Pradesh
government. Rastogj
_ started his journey with
t the play ‘Noor Jahan'
| ._i in 1962 and has been
S8 working in the field of
P iJ“-h y theatre and cinema.

(® Scanned with OKEN Scanner
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SUVER-HAIRED

Stills from lshaqzaade, Crime
Patrol, play Barafoot in Athens
and TV serfal Na Bole Tum Na

SCIENTIST STORMS
SILVER SCREEN

Deep Saxena

1 70, when most people

kick up their heels,

veteran actor Dr Anil

Rastogl headed to
Mumbai to pursue his hobby,
now his profession: acting.
Riding the crest of success of
‘Ishaqzaade’, he lived there
for four years and did
multiple films, TV serials and
ad films,

The sclentist did his first
play at the age of 20, first {llm
and TV serial at 4 and
became a household name at
69, Interestingly, the same
year he celebrated the golden
Jubllee of his marriage

Running 76, be has 32 films,
w2 plays with nearly*1,000
stage shows, multiple TV
serials, advertisements and
short films to his credit. “I
pever planned to become an
actor. Becoming a sclentist
and researching wis my alm,
which 1did during my service
perod. Acting happeried,
which gave mo fame at the
national and International
leve). Now, I am enjoying it
and am in the best phase of
my bcling career, "ho sald

MAKING OF AN ACTOR

He started working as o
sclentist in 1963, “Before that |
had pever acted. In 1964, there
wasan exhibition which | was
canrdinating For the first

lot of appreciation, which
Inspired me. The same
director started promoting
me, KV Chandra was a big
director then and in his play
*Jal Somnath', I got the role of
chowkidar, where I had to just
stand on the gate but as fate
would have it, Igraduated to
becoming the main villain. It
was in this play that [ got
noticed for the first time. My
theatre guru was late
Rajeshwar Bachchan,” he
tells, 2

After inception of Darpan
theatre group In 1971, he did
his first play as lead BV
Karanth's 'Haya Vadan' (1072)
with Vijay Vastay and
Shobhna Jagdish. “I started
doing plays with the group
and was made its treasurer, |
became Darpan’s secretary in
1978, which ] continued to be
1112017, I worked a lot In it
and ok Darpan across the
country. All top directors
have done plays for us.”

Ha has done over 400 shows
of the play ‘Panehl Jus Panchi
Ax' directed by comedy king
Dina Nath, un adaption of ilm
‘Boelng Booing'. “Later, film
‘Garam Masula' stirring
Akshay Kumar und John
Abraham was made on it |
played a Casanova in it who
was flirting with three alr
hostess,” he sald with a smile.

Rastogl takes inspiration
from thea tre veteran R

who is still acting and going
strong.

For Lucknow
Doordarshan, he did plays
‘Dani Moor Dhwa)' (playing
Arjun), ‘Jahan Chah Wahan
Raah’, ‘Biwi Natiyonwall' and
‘Mukhra Kya Dekhe Darpan
Main',

ACTING JOURNEY

His big screen Journey started
with Sudhir Mishra's
directorial debut ‘Yeh Woh
Manzil To Nahi' in 1988, “1
played a pro-British officer in
the lm in which Manohar
Singh played my son, Then I
did a play 'Marichika', 'Khoon
Baha Ganga Maln', ‘Chintoo
JI', ‘Main, Merl Patnl Aur
Woly', ‘Monika' and few more
Mms. But the major break
came with ‘[shagzaade’"

He considers four works as
game changers. *'Ishagzaade’
is righton the top. That I
realised when 1 shifted to
Mumbal in 2013! Every
production house was aware
of my work and pralsed it
Before that Kavita
Chaudhury's serial ‘Udaan'
ulso gave me national
rocognition, I played Senlor
Superintondent of Police
Bashir Ahmed who was the
boas of the protugonist (IP§)
and her mentor. It was basod
on Kavita Choudhury's elder
slstor, Kanchan Chaudhury,
whoretiredns thafirst

Marathi ilm ‘Aathvan’
(memory) directed by Renuka
Sahane. "I played a dementia
patient and It won the Best
Film award at the Nasik Film
Festival. Finally, ‘Mukti
Bhawan' gave me
international recognition and
has won 132 international
awards."

In Mumbai, “Casting
director Reema Gupta
approached me for a dally
soap ‘Na Bole Tum Na Maine
Kuch Kaha', 1 was already 70
years and was not keen but
the family supported me and
we bought a flat too. 'Dareeba
Dalries’, ‘Kalash',
‘Samvidhon', ‘Hum Hain Na'
and ‘Beta Bhagya Se Bet)
Saubhagya Se'. Then |
stopped dally soaps and
started dolng eplsodes of
‘CID', ‘Crime Patrol'and  *
'Savdhaan India'*

GOING STRONG!

Last year, he had multiple
releases ‘Mulk', ‘Parmaanu’,
‘Rald', ‘Babumoshal
Bandoorkbaaz', ‘Baraat
Company’, ‘Roag Dosh'
(Kallash Kath Katju), ‘Hotel
Milan' (on anti-Romeo squad)
and ‘Aceldontal Primo  *
Miniuter! (Shiv Raj Patil),

Ho his many Nlms coming
up. “Lhave one, but a very
powerful scene ‘Nagqaash'
and 16 golng to feativals. Then,

Thavadana s Alm Baaling

v\
His grandfather (played by
Rastogl) and mother (Deepika
Chikhalia), somehow keep
him away from terrorism and
he makes a good career. 1 have
also done another film
‘Yugpurush Deendayal
Upadhyay', where I play his
uncle. ‘Batln House' will
releade on August 15 In which
1 have good scenes where
again I play Shivraj Patil,” he
sald

Now, he Is going slow.
“There |5 very good money in
dally soaps but now, lam
taking It easy with eplsodes
and films, I don't do films for
money, For me, the role has to
be good and remuneration has
to be respectable,” he says.

His Inst play was Ra)
Bisaria’s ‘Barefoot in Athens',

THE SCIENTIST

Hodld M Sc in Blochemistry,
“Iwent for a civie reception
thrown for cosmonaut Url
Gagarin nt CDRI in 1962. 1
made up my mind to be here
(In the Institute) and by God's
graco, Igota fellowship and
then I went on to work for 41
yoars In the same place. |
retired as the head of
blochemistry and Scientist G
(director’s grade) I retired in

BAME 1 siant ahvand cacianal

[ -

Malne Kuch Kaha

HT City Is running a serles,
‘Living Legend’, eévery
Sunday, featuring luminaries
of the state, whose decades
of contribution In theatre,
films, painting, music and
other performing arts, has
won them much acclaim. If
you would like to have one
such Indefatigable spirit
featured, write into
saron@hindustantimes.com

published 100 research papers
and my PhD students are
doing well at big institutes,”
hesald,

His wife, Sudha Rastogl,
was a teacher at Nari Shiksha
Niketan and his son, Anurag,
runs an I'T company in
Lucknow. “Besides his family
members, he feels his
institute also supported him
In following his hobby of
acting, which today, has
become my profession,” he
sald

* Geed sua0ny Bhilve com
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Placed 7th after Sarv Padmshri Rajbisaria, Anoop Jalota, Muzzafar Al,
Vidya Bindu Singh & Malini Awasthi and Atul Tiwari.
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hd Narendra Moh Prof. Sudhir K. Goot
Group leader at ICGEB, Eminent scientist and IIMMNM
, NewDelhi, Prol. and  Deputy Director CSIR-  Proo-VC, INU, New
Director, Amity Institute lITR and Prof. and Delh

of Microbial Head, Biochemistry,  Director, Amity
Technology, NOIDA AlIMS, Bhopal Institute of

Blochemistry at the ¢, nioctor CSIRYITR,  Head, Division of
University of Lacknow, o e nd
Lucknow, for 21 years, y
Mentor to generations consuitant, Biot

Dr. Sanjay Singh Prol. Rahul Purwar : Dr. Dhananjay Singh o:nww Prof. Pankaj Seth Dr. Mukul Das

CEOQ, Gennova CEO, Imunoact and Director (BMR Director, CSIR-CIMAP,  Head - Science and Lab Senior Advisor Global  Se. Professor, National  Director Shriram
Biopharmaceuticals, Professor IIT Bombay  Lucknow, Lucknow Solutions, India at Health and Innovation, Brain Research Center, Institute for Industrial
Pune. COVID Vaccine CART Cell therapy - - Merck Life Sclence, Sun Pharma, Delhi Manesar.

proneer, Hingwadi ploneer, Prof. at iT K Bengalury Ex-Head FDA India

Pune Mumbai

Assistant Professor,  Assistant Prof. Assistant Prof. Manager, Gencnova  Tripathi Se. Scientist Assistant Prof., Life Deputy Assistant Assistant Professor of
SGPGIMS, Lucknow  SGPGIMS, Lucknow Biochemistry, HNB Blopharmaeuticals,  RAD, Kashiv Sciences, University Director Biochemistry, AlIMS
Garhwal University,  Pune Biosciences Pvt. of Hyderabad (Biochemistry) at Guwahat)
Ltd., Ahmedabad National Centre for
Disease Control

Department of Biochemistry,
University of Lucknow (1962-2023)
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Performed in 100 plays, 1,000 shows: Anil Rastogi

LUCKNOW: With nearly 1,000 stage credits to his name, Anil Rastogi,
a veteran theatre actor, said, “I have performed in 100 plays and
1,000 shows. Lucknow has witnessed a golden era of theatre.” He
said this during an interview conducted as part of an event hosted
by city-based cultural organisation Lucknow Bioscope on Sunday
The interview was conducted by IPTA Lucknow member and social
activist Deepak Kabir, and the two conversed about Rastogi's illustri-
ous careers across fields. Rastogi said of his Lucknow roots, “When Anil Rastogi WY FILE
I lived in Mumbai, people would ask about my etiquette, and | was

always very grateful to Lucknow for that. Lucknow is truly a city of culture and contributed to

my career greatly.”
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INTERVIEW

Ratan Mani Lal

0 the past one decade, 3 these o one persoa frum
Luckaow who has made a pl for bumself as the
face of Lucknow in the entcrminment isdastey
ot Andd Rastopgr. The vereran stage actor has
been active in thearre and on staye in Locknow for
more than five decades, but now, he las emceped a5 3
prowerful actor oo television dnd s il
Meaningful rmles are more impostant o me mther
than oag but fosgettable ones” says the actor in an
mterview Iris such moles that have made him exteemel
populir among vewens unce bes mee peesence on
the screen sdids weghe o the stoey 1 s unfolkding
i the TV waal or the film. His impresss
well Iuis cxpressave ey, Enger on in the memsn

viewees Jong afice the show o over

I am povdeged that | have been assocased warh

Lucknow since nwy carly days. My education, job
carcer, love for theate cvervthing

because | was in Lucknow. The city has ven me so
mich and today whatever 1 am is because o

and ies people,” says e

Strong suppaort

The knd of suppoet | gor i Luckonow
unprecedented. Suppoer Bom femaly  and  Frcnds
is something that people get, but 1 got full support
from even the nstinunon where | was wodkang, thae
is Contral Drug Rescarch Tosisture o CDRL The
marapement, dieccror, iy collcapue snd students gave

me wholeheased support in my kove for theat

teudy blessod.™ he savs, sldeng that “T ncver ney

oy job because of my love for acting, aexd the CDRI
director shuays gave many tesp

He vecalls thar in 198990, when he was dosayg the
ol Lldaan, i cinemaropgeaphcr Baba Azmi asked
him 0o come o Mumbai (then Bomsbay) as thee
were good opponusties foe an actor e i “Bot |
declined, it was a considered choice as | wanted to be

0 Luckoow. T later dicd stay i Musosha for five year

‘

Great future

o =

from N o XK but eotuencd 1 Licknow as the
lowe for thas ity beoughs me buck
T

Even st the age & b retaion & voathtyd coathasiasen

about has woek and the woeld of actag "l goves me 4
lot of eneegy and escicement 1o look forwand 1o new
weay” he wve Before the pandemae, he cnmpleted
hootsag  for muluple peropects sod laer  dunny

the secon] wave, he it work foe ren

bepaneng Apal Bt i List

Gaalib

Films: Main, Meri Patni Aur Woh,
Ishgqzaade, Gaalib, Raid, Thappad,
Mulk, Batla House, Accidental
Prime Minister, Guddu Rangeela,
Mukti Bhawan, Raag Desh,

OTT serials: Ashram, A Suitable
Boy, Grahan

TV serials: Udaan, Biwi Naatiyon
Wali, Samvidhaan, Na Bole Tum Na
Maine Kuchh Kaha, Razia Sultan,
Dariba Diaries, Manzilen Hamse
Hain

Plays: Panchhi Jaa, Panchhi Aa,
Rustam Sohraab, Taj mahal Ka
Tender, Yahoodi Ki Ladki, Kamla,
Sakharam Binder, Mitra
Upcoming films and shows: Bikru
Kanpur Gangster, Raktanchal-2,
Sitapur: The city of Gangsters,
Veerangana, Bombay Diaries




GURU PURNIMA }

Octogenarian gurus
still inspire with
passion and purpose

HT Correspondent

letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW: From being lifelong
learners to mentors in multiple
fields, some octogenarians con-
tinue to pursue excellence while
inspiring younger generations.
On the occasion of Guru Pur-
nima on Thursday, Hindustan
Times spoke to two such indi-
viduals.
Anil Rastogi (82), a former
scientist at the Council of Scien-
tific and Industrial Research-

Central Drug Research Institute -

(CSIR-CDRI), also followed his
passion for theatre.

On Thursday, his contribu-
tions were celebrated by stu-
dents from both science and the
performing arts.

- “] worked on both my pas-
sion—theatre—and my profes-
sion—scientific research—
simultaneously,” said Rastogi.
«after retirement, I shifted my
complete focus to theatre.” He
credits Rajeshwar Bacchan, an
employee at the Transport
Office, for inspiring his theatre
journey. “He taught me the
nuances of acting and encour-
aged me to move in that direc-
tion. Other theatre artists like
Urmil Kumar Thapaliyal, Raj
Bisaria, and Suryamohan Kul-
shrestha also shaped my jour-
ney.”
e%bough Rastogi never

directed plays, he has mentored

many young theatre artists,

B0

i (left) and Prof
SOURCED

B g

Anil Rasto
Roop Rekha Verma

A
0

especially in voice modulation— +
a skill he honed while working
in radio. He is currently work-
ing on his 99th play.

. Similarly, Prof Roop Rekha
Verma (82), former Vice Chan-
cellor of Lucknow University,
said retirement was not a sud-
den shift for her, as she had
always been involved in social
issues alongside her academic
work,

“Retirement becomes diffi-
cult only if one has nothing to
pursue beyond their profes-
sion,” she said. “I had always
engaged in writing,” public
speaking, and groundwork on
social issues. So, after stepping
down from institutional respon- -
sibilities, I felt relieved that I
could now devote more time to
social work—even though it
reduced my time for academic
writing.”

Though she writes less now,
prof Verma believes society
urgently needs more people to
engage in ground-level work,
even if it means stepping away
from other pursuits.

e




¥CRSHA TC T &... d¢ &1 BeAlHD Hed = ST, TN
e [T & g R SR 37, aifier i, R 3R ees 9 Wé area 3 foodn A

Raipi | S/ o
| Rdm«odb&/? \V 2 ) ‘“\n N N > o *:\' M ‘\\ P 4 B
P . e S .“ “ 2R3

o 3 ‘.
’:A\Ptﬁ [.. e
v X ..‘,‘ .‘Rojoigrcr)dbo

" I Vit | [ — e
€ )N JAGRAN
e Sy FUMFRSTIVAL @
(o
g’ﬁl ‘ .,‘ A = v

e 2 L 277 .-

0

Sy -
“

& - £y s

O acran |t sncean B

5 ALMFESTVAL C FILMFESTIVAL

AR JEATOR | do-feovide | v g

7T fa a8y AR GeR A | TEl ot T | S0 & U T 8 v T m“%ﬁ £

SR T e T 3 AR PR | el & o e g | 8, TG 3 e et 2 €1 | e
S o am e o 43 a3 | AATDEITIWE. RIvER ellzd 21 & | 3590 GERA &1 5.3”63;"5' z O
__3179al 9= d 8 4 919 Ry e o1, 34 114 BTl l Tl A T, B 35 e kar Il nores kgt 00 £t L G| -

T ¥ P S T T SRR AT | RRmde v ige | 8 dRTam g Ay 2T

sy ol e foer ¢ SO ARG, | sy | TN pgainon | At RO« AT B 058

Heaet (Suwww) § Gag @ W30 D MG | PRey bRt smavpt | RIS

w T A 4 o g @ MERERATE | onededu-dervada 'Wlﬁmm = e S | SR o R e 3T
AR, R s e FEROHIEEI R | Wenl yeRIRay | g d e g - 7 71, mre, o waR BRI - 2 3Fcies TR B
TSt 7 SRt 2| g ARG AL G | Wl A-ge A PII yf¥fe R SRR e, TR I | U X7 i et R
w3 v @ G AAAREIAATRT | aRde | ¥ T g WIEETG
A ¥ GaRR e wdm Wﬁ%m?ﬂalm f”“‘" . 4l SRUI o gsmmﬂmﬁaaﬁm '
a7 3 ke & g, Pl @ fiocl 3 ot feamran Emam P T\ S i W TR T T e LR R 5 1210 SN A ARCITART
G WM A g g WSROI ik o < IR SRR, o 4 SR AR e R
A, S o T & SRR, s igeg e | AR g9 10415 391 9 1S 480 FioRid omge ey IeRid . wo qRam e | AR & I TN B | :
e F & fager g frn O A A SR BT BRI | T | 535 Q1% e Tror: ficfeT b " deigy R 78 1 Ze oo R 1m0 o QTR 25 801 oo I vy

1 & Jiferfal o oft <t 1 9 e famen e iR g by ol o aifr N R foe 'S s o

TN A fovar S ar a1 el Yo e 3 | 3l AR

39 3 e o i SRGOR R gl | S AN O R o g I e R —
RO Bl Tew %l @ G | [ "E¥aR o refef 1 4 131 ¥ e S R fbe ' | e eliopRl o) gl 3raed o .gﬂfﬁq&qwﬂ
T B T e | e e e ARY| S ) R e i
B R | ) e TR TR - TS SR g WReR 1 & ITRIH
foeer et 41 3= 15 W arufse [ R 3G e IR et
gg%ammmaﬁ  a, > 3 fede A3l S 135 s &
hw@;%%@qﬁ ! o meRfa ) TOIGHR Ufarend |
u Wﬁm W E, 58 ® 9 6:15 TN IR TAies
T ECCEE bingis] R e Feand o
e 3 349y B ARy W b L
A e

?@?ﬂsmm"i”““'m_ T & W o vl




HaTE A T

VERITl  FEE iy
FEIH gH
(FiEiemeng) a@ s & 94
A e Tt & -
I F g @ iR T 8
wIdI
o,
N ccifaST
I
';~"‘f'i'-'f‘- Rt A
SR A ST T
wart g ST @
—_— Tl
I 9 R T F
faam o SR T= F4 g
Fe fF g W W feed
Toadar 4f1 FdaE # @i
FEE

IW YWl G ARE
FEH F1 3R § =R feada
YRl 2T 99RE # AeE

7 weefr 23 3w v TR

SSH e Tfdq dikad
FvEee fhed 3R gy 3= dw d e amt
aﬁamﬂﬁm%wwﬂmmmamm
[ fiedt off, fF 3= el § M & &1 et e 1975
# TES # G 31 WX S 3 THE 8 T A1
1989 # A * HitFs Ie@ | F9t == fireit

faamr o 31 HTH! S

Al e el 3 Far & e e $ER, ueed G S|
FHR Fi el R o o FTH ¥rg S ot | e, e
ST IR B 91 | S | R @ e | o 81w
FAS f T @1 ¢ AR TS F 90 FE A e T
SIS e 3 foT Herg el T o | 7 S+l IR ST
ﬁmﬁs@mﬁmmumﬁ%waﬁm@mﬁ

3iR ure @ 2 v v A E | e 22 Wit wihe €1

3 fiueT F T W R |
49 F1 goa: d@TS H
TS frawdt 2ifer Tt
ﬁmﬁwmﬁﬁ
I FI AH FAd oG
foquex &1 i SN A1) ge
IR 1961 ® 3% Tl ALE
% fersra fde =it a1 T e

18 § F 39 & AF A

0 =1 R fyEn 39 999 . S66g
TGS F A d AeH A

et AV FeAq &l A T6

“ain

FAEHT TIRH FI alifRal i
drar | 5% A f e A |
e 271a1 2 | faam | i
FT FH 40 Ufq9d 2rar & | 99
F e iR ofer F €

foruex. &1 wforeor @ éﬁ:
e e Fed & Foua |
AR TR Hraar Tl 81 |
82 maﬂmwaﬁ%.
azmmzaﬁa;ﬁfm
TRy &1 =ed & 13 WY et |
ol | ot o1 £

weft | gefirar, 23 7t 2025

ﬂa:ﬁmaﬁ zﬁézsnmﬁaﬁr«qtmaﬂﬁ%avfm

a3 | st~ 38 31 [7apft 3 3ot siamrmen ot fipam arE, Ber- 3@ fRee B 3iftrs 3ar € 3He

Rrder & 2 Y AT o F S

YTETEIGEl W Yew T

AT - HIEH F FUPiT A2

TARE H FHER Hi ARl
HIch gud AR
g aa T
I VLS
AE FH AE
faewr § U
F2 FT AU A SR A
T e HHHET T4
Mt ET F OUUIR A

: FHUAR IH HI TGT AH H

feramn T fo et Wie SR
S Tl o SIS TR 6 T
amu e wreT ar &1 gua
7re | fA9es 1 e w1 8,
AfeF U feq 521 3% Bew
FATST H ST a9 Sl & | @i
e ¥ V] i dar 21
Hufe =1 A e 29 &
e FHIY 3R Titer 3 iR ag
1 A9E H F JE FW B,
Al @l ST 9§ W 3o
¥ 3T IRt fSieTt # weeT #id

e

OGRS UV VR N

A1EE ARG T DI HAH B BATBR | wa: 7=

2| 9% 99 TS L oar 21
m&:aﬁar@w@
am‘-’felra"r%l
mﬁwwwm
sfimar st e e, femn
g, s faas, o
Harad, H5E e, a9
PG 1o e B L (2 e
guifera fFar 5= 9 | 769
eyl # LAy g, S

-

e S darad F1 @
Eﬁlq'%q FI A 3@
el A foeam 3 # "yA
AeH TR & ey e
TEFEAT A T 1 TR Fd
fram 39 ORE AR T
HE  HEE, SOe  Haw
F, 99 HNE @ |6

WIE g, Jgueiar I oL L r - N4




TR v i
uim"r‘.' www
e

ok
T o

It el bl v e ¥ o Tl

T o e e v o s A d b

TR o v b o b e e e
2 o @ vm e & oo el o A
v s w4 ofes w3 d s
VR 2 g oo & i gm b e W

TRz 7 oW wpe, vt o i

Aaw ifmawdl il fmmuw
U A e o v i meied 1 faleel & e
w5 5 3% ol e et v e e
fro orr Fug m ok T 1 feso pevan s &
FT T TT AL T vA e v o med w e am
TG T SRR 1 e § o f o 2 e
zn v wew ofaw e w2 g Eowll i e
v 018 wow o e A e s
vy amrd o € v e fg ol el W
rr 7 % e 0w fofy o ae i R
ou gy i e e B e frd e

haihihalaa LEE VLI
LR ]

- ¥ v et v 6 e
Twz B wm W A vt et b s
s wed v o W oo B i e e A

T R e e e T
ez
7 2 770 = few @ oot ow 2 € ow o e
T 5T e @ e g e o e e el

LR

e sNidnemimt

9 4w 3 srewed 1 7 ¥ avm A e e a

R P wras el e, e g ar

e, T s T e e re pe o
A, qum A%, FE I, g W fere o O
word 1 ofegra mefdd o e S e s @
0t o 5 A O SRR TR A 5N A
o wim A 010 9 B Pl & e o
¥ | fo 79 e % gl g e

Wl A gt W W w g T are
wiw yo woma e W oet e R o o
e sfvsa e o b E W W 8w AR

L AL,
&

™ =

e W TR A e W R T 0w

bR ovw e ¥ e o

oAl 1 @ TR 3 e F=

doart @ B WA G

b oo O ey fead WA @
e A ewed 2 gRw W 9

% w2 vl a sy 2 e
i u e el o wd 1 e
wa ¥ wawy fag b fome oy v
# WA Ty Wh R 9w A N
™A % e @yt v g oo @
y siem oy & W v o T
W ah e ¥ Wiy o
v wafes Jaw 9@ i 9w
w2 g wy il & ek o 2 vaefae o 1 e
& fin o8 bk 2 fr @ TR 7 e A 2 e
d b 4 v, wrsfes feen s sfowfos s
WY W ST F N 5408 8 e e e
1120 ¥ T ity w Rl R Ospalite e e
190 W win A v Rea b

ey 4 ey ok f gwre s 9 e @ e we
of sfve iy 3 o P ) 4 v A gl s o

R CREER R TR
ot A gt} o i 2 R ey e 1w
o A e B it 2 A f il e

wvour & s B yfem vt | omfy e ke @

oFs 1 W Am ¥ TN s
fx 9 7o) s Pt e v & 1w
¥ v e e g wud © = & ye RN

b oy g A u mpd it = prad @
. s 1 wh o wftee \l',"“d“
gme? 1 TR @ b
Fean 51 4 e 4 @ TR TR k.
§ oA wroh med pouey w o R
inh Mrnl:m.-:v-fw!. '
qeias g e 9 1 e et st
e L1 L. Rl @ ~wad
wyd R p e W A W A . S
T L. T A
8wt tmh%wdﬁx"ﬂ‘
FrEn 1) Tt B Tmm @ awe b pee 9
™ '-n.vnw'ptm"nmt
o vErd ofE e & S 0 W awl e
ity o 3 oo e tefaw n W AR
TP TESA P e TN YRR e m
y reia @ ot v P v B g tven 2
x4 Ty e T v s
R R RE A L L 3
e o oy e e 2 9 et ‘~
i ofom & orwd 1 vt 2 F e sud
s § A1 0 v wrage vl ® e & odoe e
Fmee i‘:{f{ﬂﬁ-n'mtr'“‘ﬁ
R Q@14 gt P oo i |
7 Opt arth @ edaee a4 el f z‘
' VW foga a ey
AT W @

-— ——k < 1.. b b M‘“
Ay’ \ L . .“
Ua [t e entd

e e e e

" "

; L o

7o mr wy ~4 e we ol o o 4
e —————————————— e —— e e o

~

Cotly or Y1 Go- o) Qeg



w #r Bm wp PR P R

i 4 T S-a0-aT A 8 o ST T

PRPEETE Bl o bt d R
oy e 7 B 2 e
17 e R oy T et u

rrfe AR 2 R wewr 2w 2

=
I ——— i Ll b LI
- e _z_q.:«..hf;r:.."f"w
oy s aRr OR AT

oy @ A

- b Rath =

T T :,',w'”m
¥ *r7 N9 tRIwh =
ot | #8% 78 "wisa
| Al oAt i }?ﬁﬂw
7* i @y t im0
‘oo v e 9
N w W e
wne @ o =gl
s Bow sy ¥R |t

R T T oW R Wik ot by
rrbithrE el i S @ e 9 By wrr 7 PR
TTRIETieN SO s e =T T T
JEEE B B o o T ee— @ = § gt
Ll I - - R S— BT R I S e B
e R i & -_-'l-r_w:.‘-,v‘-:-qs.v‘;‘e
"T".&“-_"V'-"T:i"v"f:-_r—"j;Aoew‘f."-

S & ss . -

sy w1 P
Qg,ﬂmﬂ
oo A m@
s N M
ke arTs
™re { oo

=on Bl

w @ = Af Aol
v,_,*,r,ﬂ‘.._;.:aéﬂ."
YR A 7 o
m as W
ey R e g
PR 2% o=

upm"’(’m“%ﬂ
w7 R /@ A ¥ T e
et o wd OF e T
w4 s 3} P oy eyt e
r:h"'l-""i i A’u*é
wty 3 rg A Aapw # e

P R 2 ot 3§ e

e v P 2

r om Sy I sl 22y mer B oeeET
< 3 - 3

oy .wd s Bhr e ? by @

ol e v e oy shEE ey ¥ e
Porr | M 27 A Ty 1 Ay e

H T =T AT = A

“e, 2 o APy oy ot Ry P RR e @

B e

w2 ThY wy oy B !
VO £ qv

PUBLIC POWER

13.12.2007

-~ o ;-hﬁa’\ﬁeymff?‘pm;fvﬁ

ey = _,,:,hh:,ﬁ,u_;c.ﬂ-w-; TR Y T ew
et rerem L e e vt o by e

R T R e ym oMy WD W oy AR ot s

3 'r.m':rﬁ-:.‘r?-.r—w‘rtvv'?-,“vr—‘:vw-

T e s : ’ :
Ao .’ah‘}zQZ&hiwm'ﬂw_‘\
3 “r“"?"‘ ”,97"'1". 231 "ﬁ'ﬁ”?’ 2
. AT

. "'—r~—o~!rfy-yv"i _&._,..:,H”..‘




N _—
-
dftan A ofin % dut A ua
Da o e e, T aat
w10 nl % e *x“-‘ s1 w1 h
\ 2 ad "."‘ " ‘)a an ";n"

STLE L AL R

awak ol A % quau Q. A

U S " ' .
' \ M\
en Mty & & &ul),
Lis vl wron-fm s e Tacga
| —
-

\
SO
v < fand % wl ud wed Pran @ (e A
p— o AT » -y
W N W oa A N SE @ Ja Py —y— T vl 5 1 T LR o wr oh 0, AR
&N U - I : VNN T s S ase e now odal B ey srroie ' o «
o \ - vh Uy T‘ N o ™ v e W ™ duw. apen b IS den g ufrem T4 P A ? nt) sRor dnlt & WY
v N Nisd 2 » e W L BT Ty t‘\ ' e ey 0 N ofven b L L U aml % W
Ran B « % R 9 e L R @ Y ™ Plss % = d emaddhu fa WM o A AN Ml e
W S ) 'A% Py . , e i .
H1a St o a ) q e WS g 0 w0 | - ot DA qu, W o &N Y
~ WS N NIt » . - . N 2 rud -
N ox 2 )-ln h @ ) LA LSS . oA o A X e 2 vy ol @ ads 0y q o pad Ut A
< ¥ By ™. W 08 =) = ML s e s o -
Y o a s & orvwy ey 2 '. " v w4 | oF §9 W s W 4 > A dsfram ol
o L e— MK A % @ =2 HeA wamn of Piies ) o P k- o diftaa A O% '
% s M2 Nl 3 . 2 I As W as A k) ordw & R M §, Rl wiaaE R —— I L duf A
VV N e ™ ol 1 R, Y ¥ s tag ¢ y - awd)’ ‘waun A OHd o', w p > >
. - a2 e o L £ T A o v wre ol w1 ¥ @ ' wfx awn %\ g AElNwn - a
&an y 1 W1l and &) p——— L (.14 T >
It W o 3 o .,'\'.c.': - - : o s e B %4 weien, " —
TS e ™ M . ™ —— - ? - A —n
8 Wiy A o . ’
a1 "l o P B 1 ! ! nxr g
™} ¢ AN wfregd AT off ;
Y afy N ; .
[ RS T— N 2
SR i A S ‘WK

?:‘ig\!:&u.l 83

pr N 3 =
LANE DL B ey

.?t’faiﬁa;yquk.d& -
r 8 g€ zoam N7y 4-‘7‘;#
o8 T2e v & Sl
N, Mg F 5=y =5 ™
T ofdwr 3 sfem %
M3 8 87 ¥ ot e ¥ Ae
= w= TEAT 9 ¥ Hmara
|
4 B 59 SaWR T, e
i 3 s9h s gmn tntw
B = Trad ot Ah
Al ¥ guw sy s ool
v =9 e f of) R
0% qanea $ §9 ou g

g e A w37

R W@ ¥ @ g Wl
e srdsal o A 3w
o v &t @l 597 @
% & f sl & A 58
A wfdt § s &9
1 @ quesn agy qut B 3w
7 dfoefes s @ Mt @
Pl sta 8§

TR

BT e

"_.

’”

a9 Bl e ¥u 0w o @ we B, oo A Y I S g0y aes )
wavq @ gy wwerpl 0W Wl &0 & et
o wm e e aeh s e &9 R o E R O e e @ @) YO dedm AT
o & saut ) W E N TN EE o R R W W, awd @ e,
s % oo A @ ove 3 & on ¥ | IR A g oW IR % gud A oAl A9 A, e B, W
quge 1z ‘awen’ & w0 g S R T A R g ) & R overd § A8 W v R ) am ot
ag wat an qn AN 3Ed R R T E A SRA A PE g g, 7 R A =D - qﬂ!ﬁﬁmmﬁ!“
.igz-fn«muhammfhenl ail @ W, 18 A A ot A aqew R o
q gqq aafas AR W Ee1 e ST S — W, SR ¥F TE T el we g ¥
aer w) o e 3 o8 M A s fw 490 A 9, 9 om S gurdll aw NeeEA B pum ey oA e
! 3 ft fay & et ) g sl s gl Bz R e e S AT
W dw @ 2 am o, B o oo pdt Y o oM TR w s @ =
rid mﬁfmki(\iﬂxghkm, 3 q;gmn‘)nm,-mﬁ
N g @ o MRy 3 Mo w AR AN ‘T W s oReda a0 o
wpE Ast M, B R o Bum % Wit @ W wew ;:mv*-‘sh
B & iR e Rw o o et W w o w RS g wE €
Qe &1 &5 R ) wrwm Prar? saen Afewd @
§1 9¢ 8 o dem § qp diftam X Yo ww @ A1 0T SAE
whg g @ N PRzl P @ LI ‘e A|A Qa6 ¥l T
LIRS R AL oim Hem @}y L GAAR ¥ 2 g @, 3% ¥ ¥ am A
PSR | SR

wd s wwgs oo
o A0 oEM T e ona A WR

SR
ey v
JJfF :

e,

-~

s Yt Y % s w2

)|




# oty Bpw ulre afly

—— - g Sl LB T T
M wrafts ovd 4 mn o 9n ‘b:a '.v;m .
v . di'ilu

N - 2l b 1o 28 o
_b . - R - . ’ .
- 3 » ' ' 3 - 5 "t 3 TETF
. ' . . |




| ——— — & q_(qu" P-4

e ——— R P

TR S ——

, AW B AGHIA TE B oo

R B A e o

oY gw SNvTh 2 T ey
e R R o
s ew gw o) @

ar m i o wvg?h e
™ owes eV @y Q@ rverr g
sieten wz ™m 4 ow =yuite
« g m S v aa @
== T e = e
o2 b o @ oI eow
" we.aaw Y weet e
" ® A @ gt wfew et
, | T @ owwa
R O oty owl @
w o o A o B K o KB .
Terrw e W hew g e g

.

rn Dwr FTTwTYT ey (&
T WY )N aeew tew @ 9
e ? wrw e B oyttt W
ankh B 2B 8 AT

Fan @ ghawe TvTo rewt € oy

*ww fewm ok wr o o
wfews @ ®w vy e o
Ll e L A R B B B o 2
> @ Towd 99 rew @ @

. w-."‘".m“ﬂ

S T ww w3 b ar

o % fafe= yweTr ov e

PN WA 2y @ Teew wwE 3 g8

ae A B B 8 o8 _ ko K

by & 8% ‘ooz vy &

froef o wradae @ -y
 tea & oo gew e Bty e
Wy 7o W oY TN asge
ww, vl e e S sTE @
! N Y Fnerw ara v e, &
! T g T ¥ e M Qg
B wowss W Yvys werw o

IR STOw ¢ @S GeR giTe ©
| PR e 5% e € @ Brdyw g ow

rraad oAR L B B __F K}
Ty G YER e T Te @ wre
TRy feery @ vy w  guew

gy S s arer st Y B .

& wfr wtow em twm B
wizgws <« givwrw = M
v e _

worw & srows waw S g o
wivw dafh & of div s #
et e ety Bt Ty
e @ v v e € Toera
0 sfwm @ ey e ow
wt @ wivn w g we de @

& e gen.gen
werd vl & o o v ow
et wr yo @ o grevta @
@fram &l afyar e o o Y @y

wraw # e Pearrs el oy

T 9w A ey grevta & Lo J—— T
Yl mew W e w0 e e auirrw av owafy avs 9

v A foveh grevn % P wd atw ey & weea o spon sftre
wriva @ & gue T yeTe s ¥ o «
AW % v it ey e we e 8w - ‘ww

wFm o il o ywn | o $=n
ot fory ooy ol o T & fader
o Prbes = aferw om f (e @
A3 wfvm dah @ e awde v
few @ div T qeR e e

- e gy

( o N

(7] eferty sferipy v sfeem ow gt &
aute ¥ st & fen aftvre -
staon € =T o™ I v en Wt
sgfow e ¥ A et wEd qw
fabew @ @ Fawd £ 3w sitve
® frsirot @ ) 3w qftve W
Ser THE FTH ow FyrwTen oA
¢ v srerwa ypowd ave
o yam feyes op afem @

o
* W swrrw srferiey fadyre
T ¥ wrpveh wrm R
) ity TN w qauTrs o

_Ih o et v o e

[ I

: Ll - we Ws srad o
i e Bt p— o padonds
v el grevia @ B okw * WTOR St e siyfroey vty
owvaw A A @ o S fww 2 -k
utaiw.wtmco.-ﬁ.
wor cywe oy S F L) aen & ww 8 v goeda @ @
th‘*m O%QQ*Q&

@ @fven v & Fosy s e vy
v ey s qa® g e
o Yoremry <8 g oo B R
v e & rebtren oy @ o
20 sftrer awget # gud sww
oa-der @ ewh FTwoQ-
v @ av grarfen 2efcere fom
& Svw i 3 g fevey ey #
o Sere = erw T Pyt Bréwe
) w oafarm @ owd wh
wegrd gus orwe ¥ @ e
v e A b @ wy Now AU
0 mors grott on owfts @
“Ofess ywe @ drftrar grests or
o o) -
* sverry guovts ot o feafy &
Twe war W Wy’ wely
L B
q-mmav—"‘"'
" o gl st ) T @ A sy
€ TUAE UV A wg I e
Borfeg i e A & oy e
A ST g 5 @ v e
greva o mfrd v Wy vy e
fwrss o @ 29 & we o
a<tivra gt | T8 e g w0
e A Y T
oty wawn | witys e B
roe ol Y w of =y
T W v gyt @ vy fover
& oo Sfa fsw s Smmay .
-t W feaS ot # Py ot
ardftsrea e ¥ e wuh @
T Q@ wrw gw ) gt @
AT AT O W v a)
Twsrawe fover on & o svers prests
AT @ Wy @ - e
TN ST W O ey e e &
-w W Y. 0w gwerw oh &
=Tyn arw ow Sy svywen
TUO € o 2 weey afey
AEA OTT K e e ey et quchg

-l ¥ e s ow e or wew
LI . P S
gl - o




Actor Anil Rastogi is busy shooting

OF AC

for his upcoming film Z-Plus in

Jaipur. After Hrs caught up with him for an exclusive chat
ArTER HRS CORRESPONDENT Z -Plus?
or RRESPONDENT. ...~~~ 1\ this movie, I am playing the role of a
sttty politician. Working with Dr Chandra
Prakash Dwivedi has been a wonderful

You are a retired scientist from Cen-
tral Drugs Research Institute. They
why did you opt for Bollywood?

I have closely watched theatre as a child.
But then, destiny had other plans for me.
So, I joined the Central Drugs Research
Institute and got the financial security
but my passion for theatre never faded. I
still remember that I started ‘
my theatre life with the play
Jahangir in 1972. During my
performance in a famous
play Yahudi Ki Ladki, direc-
tor of the serial Udaan, Kavita Choud-
hary, was quite impressed with my per-
formance and offered me the role of a
police officer.

Between theatre and movie, which
one would you prefer?

Theatre gives self-satisfaction and peace,
everything has to be done in one go, if
you have emotions, you can portray it on
stage but on the other

hand, performing for a
movie is easier, we can
have retakes and use
glycerine to stimu-
late tears.

7,

How was your ex-
perience in

experience. Unlike other directors, he was
rather supportive and he is a perfection-
ist, He guided us throughout the shoot.

Other projects that are keeping you

busy?

I am shooting for a movie called Guddu
Rangeela. It has Arshad Warsi
as Rangeela, Amit Sadh as
Guddu and Aditi Rao Hydri
as Baby and I am playing the
character of a politician.

What would be your dream role?
Any act which gives satisfaction and is
noticeable is my dream role. It hardly
matters whether the role is small or big.
All that matters to me is appreciation.

Your experience of working with Shy-

am Benegal for Samvidhaan?

Unlike Shekhar Kapur’s Pradhan Mant-

ri, which had very little resemblance

with the original characters, Shyam

Benegal has made all the character live-
ly and vivacious. He works differently.
Whenever I made mistake, he used to
make me do it all over again. I learnt a
lot from him. “m

—Dalbeer Singh Negi/dna

Anil Rastogi
gets chatty
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FROM selenee to fletion, this man has had the
bost of both the worlds. De Anil Rastogi, who
hogan his career as a scientist at CDRYI, is
K more for something else - theatre. Hav-
i tetiresd as Head of Bio-Chemistry deptt,
CORL and a selentist of director's grade, in
SO Rastogl who's dabbled in theatre through
all thee mediums - stage, radio and televi-
SLOIL Just wanis o capry an like this. What's

e, NHims also join the list ——

FAIUS T LOVE: Daring my time, there
weren't many career options, So at
that time, all 1 had dreamt of becom-
e Waa & sclentist. When I completed
my Mae, it was at a seience exhibition
that a play Banaspan Shayar was or-
ganised and | participated in it. That
play was a hit and bronght me such
PeoOgnition that there was no ques-
ton of leaving theatre

HUOW WORLD CHANGED FOR
ik From then on, I started to partic-
ipate in loeal plays. Finally, it was in
1971 that BV Karanth, eminent the-
atre parson, shortlisted me to play the
lead I Havavadan, a play that dealt
with the theme of completeness of a
man, That's how 1 became a part of
Darpan and ended up becoming its
secielary in 1979, the post that 1 hald
(1l now

SUME THINGS ARE DESTINED! 1 re
member how actor Anupam Kher was select-
ad to play Yahudi in Yohudi KV Ladki. But as
Iuek would have it, after 15 days of his re-
hearsals, he got an offer for Mahesh Bhatt's
movie Saaminsh and Shyam Benegal's TV se-
rlal Yo, because of which he had to quit the
play Binve the play was already publicized, Dr

.

| 01

<x

G

Stight from science to fiction

{| Kumar Thapaliyal, the director of the
glgl;',u(l)(llfered me the role. And there was no
looking back after that. _
MOR l-:g FACETS: ] also gotan appoﬂumtg:;
do plays on radio and was rated 4s an A-grage
artist on radio and TV as well My fm TV se-
rial Udaan happened by chance. Kapil Chaud
hary, Kavita Chaudhary’s brother was in
town and was looking for a face for the role of

in the play Kanyadaan

ZARA HAT KE e

happened
to see my play Yahudi Ki Ladki and
was so impressed that he offered me
the role straight away

FORAY INTO FILMS: I've done films like
Sudhir Misra’s Ye Woh Manzil Toh Nahi. RD
Singh’s Marichika and the latest Main, Meri
Patni Aur Woh. And just like my tryst with
theatre, radio and TV, I've enjoyed doing films

as much.
ARUNIMA SRIVASTAVA

(2] 0 & >co-
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| An academician actor?
Anil Rastogi is a
scientist whose role as
Bashir Ahmead in the tv
senal Ugaan brought
him into our living
rooms. Namita Bajpai
meets the man who is
synonymous with
Lucknow's wellknown
thaatre group, Darpan

' 1 June 1997

“Eveacse me. but [ soom 2o Rane sovm you
someuhe.”

v you in the polae”

*Yow are the SSP in (Maan™

t has been sty yean since (daan

was viewad on Doondarshan, but

even today De Anil Rastogi cone

tnues to be recognised as Bashir

ANmed senior superintendant

of polrce in Kavita Chowdhanys ac-
clammed sedial

Semior scientist and deputy direc

ror at the Central Drug Research

Institute. Lischnow, Rastogh is a shilled

of his twin interests, in science

theatre: he can reproduce his

favourite couplets from Yahoodi R

Ladti and give a lecture on free-living

micro-arganisms with equal ease.

“After eight hours of research ac-

tivities. theatre provides the necessary

outlet.” savs the affable greyhaired
sCIeNtIst-artist

Though Rastogis family did not

care too much about a conventional
education. his older brother was keen
that he pursue an academic line. Thus,
after a postgraduate degree in blo-
chemistry. he went on to acquire a doc-
torate degree in the subject. By then he
had already joined the CDRI as junior
rescarch fellow.
“The year 1962 was
the most memo-
rable and wonder-
ful year of my life.
I joined the CDRI,
got married and
began theatre.”
In the following
year he played the
fead role in Maa
K1 Pukar, based on
the Indo-China
war. In 1972 he
joined Darpan, an
amateur theatre
group. By 1978 he
had become the
secretary of
Darpan which un-
der him has come
to be recognised as
the largest and
most prolific the-
atre group in the
arca
Before he stepped
on to the stage he
had already gained
considerable fame as an A grade artiste
of the All India Radio and had partici-
pated In several plays. features, talks
and dlcvsonns in Hindi and Hido

3\ e e gEr

Anil Rastogi

Some time later, he was approved
as an A grade artist of Doordarshan
Kendra, Lucknow, for whom he did sev-
eral serials, Including Bano Begum,
Jahan Chah Wahan Rah, Mukhra Ky
Dekhiein Darpan Mein, Subxih Subah K
Suving and Biwi Natyion Wall,

There were a couple ol interestin
teleplays including Inspecior General,
and telefilms such as Armaghat,
Gumrah and Nazara Darmyian Hai.
Among the regular programmes were
Aap Ke Liye, Pursat Mein, Qahgahe and

‘agri Nautanki,

His most important role so far has

heen in Hdaan His character was In-

spired by IPS officer Harideo Pillal.
Rastogl [eatured in 10 out of a total of
33 eplsodes andd was well appreciated.
About the same time he did ad films for
Indo Guif Fertilisers, Modi Tyres and the
State Nank of India, His prepamtion
even for the smallest of toles, such as
that of the sarpanch fn the Modi Tyres
clip, Is thorough.

The Awadhl-speaking hookah-
smoklng sarpanch lookcd as If he was
brought in from o UP village.

In between, he also acted Inatele-
vislon adaptation of Enld Blyton's Five
Find-Outers. With a pillow to add gicth
to his middle and a hale-fellow-well

R THE SUNDAY 1 2’ ™ = oy N
] \
|
- \

3

\
met alr, he did not peed much else (o S
play the role of Mt Goon, the \‘““)““ \
sollceman, a petfect foll to Vind: \
Outet Fatty's detective akills 3
Rastogl has had o brush with the big 3
scroen: Heacted In three feature flms, .\;
Khoon Naha Ganga A M{l.’.\‘hun« hika N

Manzil Th Nalin
A lils fest lave Is the N

ut as an actor
stage. “The audlence
The Immediate response

andience Is heady”
In his 30 years in theatre he hins

done more than H00 shows of 70 plays
all over the country. Accolades were
many but he values the U Sangeet
Natak Academy award ns among the

sl
hw:::& of his most clmllclmlmj roles
was of Yahood! In \'uhmnl! KiLadki e
was replacing Anupam Kher who Im:l
left after a brief stint with l).-u‘mn. |
was under lmmense psycho opleal
pressure os | had 1o Justity the nwudl-
ence'’s npvvmmm\.' he recalls,

He s at ease Inmuost roles he en-
acts but admits that he wits ungom-
fortable playlng the part of Sakharm
Binder In the eponymous play. “The
protagonist was vulgar and had v foul
tongue. 1 was so uncomfortable, |
would rehearse In Isolatlon,” says
Rastogl. He has refused severil offers
to play the character apin,

Among his most popular roles he
includes the character "¢ played In
Panchhi Jaa, Panchhil Aa Ve has en-
acted the role over 200 Umes. Taubatan
Nasoor with § M Zaheer and Pankl
with Benjamin Gllant are some of the
other projects in the pipeline,

His dream role? *1 want 10 do 1
monologue, bring out diTerent shade:
in a single character.”

His involvement in theatre did no
take nwa( from his sclentific quests
Along with his team ol sclentists
Rastogl did considerable research o
the mechanism of an insulin relensin
drug. He and his team began T3 and Y
hormonal tests Tor thyrold related ol
ments at the instiate for the st
In the state.

He Is currently involved inthe n
search on leishmanla, o causath
agent of kKalasazar, and matine fau
and Nora.Molecular blology ar
cloning too Interest the sclentist,

Rastogl has publishied several 1
search papers and was awarded t
prestiglous. DAAD  fellowship
Germany.

So what does he do when Its ¢
sclence o stage? “Ispend thne with ¢
familv”

makes an actor
from a live
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one can easily nurture any skill or
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someone born in Lucknow.
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‘Hum Fida-e-Lakhnau’

.

AASMAN KI KYA HAI TAAQAT JO CHHUDAYE LAKHNAU

Anil Rastogi

his couplet by Munshi Naubat Rai

Nazar (as told to me by my friend

and historian Ravi Bhatt) suits me

completely as I was not only born

and brought up in Luckno w, I also
got my education from Class 4 to PhD in the
City of Nawabs.

Besides, Lucknow provided me with a
job in such an organization (Central Drug
Research Institute) which did not have a
transfer policy. This helped me in making my
career simultaneously in both the fields, sci-
ence and theatre, and later in the electronic
media. Lucknow is known for its delicacy, el-
egance, art and culture. Being a resident of
Old Lucknow, 1 inherited all of these. Thus,
everything could be easily nurtured as I was
born in Lucknow.

Generally, one gets support from fam-
ily and friends in one’s endeavours but I
was supported by the management, direc-
tor, colleagues and students at CDRI, where
I worked for more than four decades. They
not only stood by me in my research work
but also helped me pursue my passion for
theatre.

I never neglected my job and being a sin-
cere researcher, I was given many important
responsibilities by successive directors from
time to time, and I could fulfil the commit-
ments with their support.

CDRI gave me opportunities to not only
visit different places in the country to attend
scientific meetings and conferences, it also
sent me abroad for advanced research. The
institute also helped me earn a Fellowship
of National Academy of Sciences of India

and listed me as an accomplished scientist
of CDRIL.
d My career as an actor started taking
shape with the opening of a branch of Dar-
pan, an established theatre group of Kanpur,
in Lucknow.
The kind of support I got from ac-
tors, directors and the audience of
Lucknow was very encourag-
ing. As its leader, I took
Darpan to the entire

7
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Uy,
l”l

tablishing its identity in other cities.

The last 40 years were memorable in my
life when I got my first major break in the TV
serial ‘Udaan’ which was telecast on national

network, DD1.
I got the break while | was acting in a

play ‘Yehoodi Ki Ladki’ in Chowk as part of
Lucknow Mahotsav. Kapil, brother of Kavita
(lead actor in the serial Kavita Chaudhary),
just walked into the green room after the
show and offered me the role.

My performance as senior superin-
tendent of police and the mentor of
the protagonist gave me national
recognition.

I remember the days when, af-
ter the telecast of ‘Udaan’, I would
attend scientific meetings in dif-
ferent institutions, people would
not believe that I was the same
Bashir Ahmad of ‘Udaan’.

Another major break
again came in Lucknow
when actor Bhumi Ped-
nekar visited the city
to conduct auditions
for ‘Ishaqzade’, a
movie being made by
Yashraj Films. I was
selected for a very
important role of the
politician grandfather
of Arjun Kapoor. This
film paved the way for
my entry in Bollywood.

I was offered a role
in a daily soap. During my
stay in Mumbai, I worked in
a lot of serials, films and TV

7,
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came in touch with hig casting %x

directors who still appff)ﬂfh me

for their new projects
However, | could not stay there
love for theatre

or long due to my
t“.-.;’nrh 2ﬂmu’nsht’d only n Lucknow
and which | was m|=smz\:1n Mumbal
During shooting In *
directors 'ft.u‘ul often ask me if 1belc
to Lucknow. When asked how they LS
they would reply that m¥ language
way of talking suggest t |
Lucknow. My casting as manager
Bhawan’ (the film that got 30 intern
and 3 national awards) and as c'm
ister Sunder Lal in Prakash Jha's ’
was done because I was in Luck
shoots were to be done in varanasl ¢
hya, respectively.
After my return from Muml
some of the best plays of my life wi
and my dream director Raj Bisari
only earned me recognition but al
like Kalidas Samman (MP gov
Yash Bharti (UP Government) &
ship of UP Sangeet Natak Academ
With the inspiration I der
people in Lucknow, I can only say
know is just like my courtys
city has given me unpres
love. Whatever 1 am toda
cause of this city and its |

(The writer is a fi

scientist at CDRI and a
eran theatre, film
television actor)



A scientist who loves
' acting

’ Here is a scientist who loves 1o act in plays, take part in telefilms and pen

’ research papers. Here is a man with a difference...

l Marcover, he has 1o his credit more
. SHWETA AGARWAL then 80 rescearch papers published in
! - both National and International jour-

ME term scientist creates an im- nals, Coming to the other side of his per-
I age of an absent-minded indnid sonality, which Mappens to be love for
' ual. who is always cngrossed in - acting, Rastogi has been graded as 'A
bulky books, test tubes and apparatuscs grade artist of Doordarshan and All In-

in ane’s subconscious. But Dr. Anil Ras-  dia Radio, Lucknow
‘ togl is certainly a class apart as his per- He has acted in several television se-
sonality is a blend of several aspects rials jteleplays and also hosted the spe-

An eminent theatre per-
sonality, Doordarshan artiste
and scientist, Dr. Rastogiisin:
deed a multi-faccted person
ality and & well-known face 1n
Lucknow

Theatre is a passion for
this scientist who 1s at present
holding the presigious post o
the Head of the Biochemistry
department in the Central

_ Drug Rescarch Institure, Luc-
know.

B&m on Apnl 4, Dr. Ras-
togi is a hard-core Anes and a
born leader. He completed his
post graduation in the ycar,
1962 from the Lucknow Uni-
versity and subsequently com-
pleted his Ph.D. from the
Agra University.

Rastogi'sarca of interest s
awide spectrum as his interest
lies right from scientific re- |

search work to theatre and

him recognition on. national level
also As far as theatre is concerned Dy
Rastogi began his pursue for theatre
since the vear 1962 and 1S at present
Secretary of Darpan, the oldest ama
teur theatre group in Northern India
Rastogi has performed in as many as
800 programmes and has acted i 70
plays all over India. “1love ta do differ-
ent roles, and does not like to be type-
cast”. He further adds, “1 would love to
do a play which involves moon-acting.”

A winner of UP Sang Natak Acad-
emyv award, Rastogi has a good com-
mand over Hindi, English, Urdu and
German languages. He feels that cor-
rect pronunciation and diction of 4 lan-
guage depicts the respect for a particular

acting which is indeed two : language
“ends of a pole. In the scientific Dr. Rastogi acting In a play Dr Rastogi also won the National
Award for his role as Jungle Thehedar

“arena  his interest includes
mode of action of anti-diabetic drugs, ~ cial programmes for Doordarshan Luc-
jochemistry parasitic infection. Dr.  know, His most popular television seral
| Rastogi has 39 years of long expericnce  hasbeen Udaan featuring him as Senior
inthe field of metabolic disorders. Superintendent of Police, which carned -

in ‘Sam bandh’, a documentary film

Some of his famous plays include Shah-
ichan, Yahoodi ki ladki, Rustam
Sohrab, Chandini ka zahar,
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When a scientist decided to make
a stint in Bolly'World

Anil Rastogi

“ In 70s when most of the people take up sabbatical and just
live through life, In that very age this multi-faceted persona
decide to follow his heart and passion. After retiring as a
scientist Anil Rastogi decided to pursue his passion for
acting and theatre in second innings of his life. He rose to
the crest of success after his credible acting in popular
soaps Udan and Na Bole Tum Na Maine Kuch Kaha.
However, Ishazaade turned out to be massive career
turning point....Read on to know more about this Lucknawi

Star.... ’,

A Step towards Acting...

55 years. 32 films, 92 Plays and more than 1000 stage shows along with multiple films and commercials. No this in nol
aspiration of some wanna be a star, these are multiple platformsto Anil Rastogl's credit.

The story goes back to 1964, where Anil Rastogi was working with CDRI (Central Drug Research Institute). He throws light
on those days and says, "We in CDRI had this trend of cultural festivals where we used to do lots of stage shows theatre
being one of them. And, | was always inclined towards theatre. So, | got into this play called ‘Banaspati Shayar'. This role
got lot of recognition and it was atime when | started making my way in the world of theatre.”

Making of a Star...
Anil Ji got his first break in 1971, where he started working as casual artist with Akashwani All India Radio. He started acting

with the oldest theatre group Darpan in 1972 and did his first play Haye Vadan. After that there was no looking back. In
1975, he started anchoring with Doordarshan. However, his first movie break was Ye who Manzil toh nhi by Sudhir Mishra

which won lots of national awards. However, his major breakthrough was Udaan along with Kavita Chaudhary where he

went on to do role of Police Superintendent

Anil Rastogi adds, “| was lucky enough to get all sorts of roles. If you remember there was this Akshay Kumar and John
Abrahim starrer film called Garam Masala. It was an adaption of English comedy film called Boeing Boeing. This was
directed by comedy king Dina Nath Ji in Hindi called "Panchi Ja Panchi Aa. | did the role of Casanova who was dating three

air hostess (Laughs). We did more than 400 shows of the play.”

However, he considers 4 Titles as game changers for him. Ishaqzaade being top which gave him a lot of recognition

Udaan. being second which he considers his breakthrough performance. Third Is Athvan a 10 minute short film along with
Renuka Sahane. Fourth being popular daily soap Na Bole Tum Na Maine Kuch kaha and Mukti Bhavan which gave him
international Recognition
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At 79, sc1entlst-tumed artiste stlll

‘pursues his passion--acting!
( plass

Aakash Ghosh

aakash ghosh@hthve com

LUCKNOW: At 79, when most people
lead a retired life, former senior CDRI
scientist and actor Anil Rastogi is still
pursuing his passion—acting--con-

tributing in all available mediums
including stage, radio, television, cin-
ema and OTTs and yearning for more
on a daily basis.

Shuffling the pages of an album
and looking through old photographs
of early days in his old but beautiful
house on Subhash Marg, he recalls
his first play at the age of 20, first film
and TV serial at the age of 44 and
becoming a household name at the
age of 69.

He is among the very few who fol-
lowed their acting passion despite
having a secure career. He joined
CSIR-Central Drug Research Institute
in 1962 as a junior fellow and went on
to become the institute’s head of bio-
chemistry department and directors
grade scientist later, having trained
multiple young researchers under
him before he retired in 2003.

Even today, after having per-
formed in over 900 shows of 95 plays

across the country, 55 films and 11
OTT shows, Rastogi's thirst for more
work is unquenched. However, the
Lucknow-born actor says he had
never intended to become an actor.
“My goal during my service period
was to become a scientist and con-
duct research. Acting just happened,
which brought me national and
international recognition.” he said.

SCIENTIFIC CAREER

Rastogi completed his M Sc in bio-
chemistry. “In 1962, I attended a civic
gathering at CDRI for cosmonaut Uri
Gagarin. | decided to come here (to
the institute), and by God’s grace, |
was given a fellowship, after which
worked for 41 years in the same posi
tion. I retired as the head of biochem-

istry and scientist G (director’s
grade). I travelled to Germany, Den-
mark and other countries on multi-
ple occasions. I've published 100
research papers and my PhD stu-
dents are doing well in prestigious
universities,” he said.

ACTING CAREER

“In 1964, I was organizing an exhibi-
tion. For the first time, | performed a
play called ‘Banaspati Shayar' (fake
poet), which received a lot of praise
and inspired me. The same director
began to promote me. KV Chandra
was a big director back then and I got
the character of chowkidar in his
play ‘Jai Somnath,' where I had to
only stand at the gate, but as luck
would have it, I graduated to be

Anil Rastogi says his scientific work has never come in the way of his acting.

THE LUCKNOW-BORN
ARTISTE SAYS HE HAD
NEVER INTENDED TO
BECOME AN ACTOR,
ACTING JUST
HAPPENED.

tinue to take it forward as general
secretary even today,” he added.

His big screen journey started with
Sudhir Mishra's directorial debut
‘Yeh Woh Manzil to Nahi' in 1986.
Then he did ‘Khoon Baha Ganga
Main' (1988), ‘Chintoo Ji* (2009),
‘Main, Meri Patni Aur Woh' (2005)
and a few other films.

But the bteakmme with the

major
the major villain. For the firsttime, 1" 2012 film ‘Ishaqzaade"” which he

was noticed in this performance,” he

TEIN says wnhlhesublhhmentofme
Know anyone who is an elderly, but still n theatre group in 1971, he
committed to a cause, endowed with intellectual mnllI stage debut as the lead in

agliity and exemplifies the spirit of ‘to strive, to

BVKaramhs'Ha Vadan' (1972
seek, 1o find, and not to yield'? Write in to iz W

alongside Vijay Vastav and Shobhna

saron@hindustantimes com with detalls of such Jagdish. He Darpan's secre-
untiring crusaders of excellence tary in1978 and continued on the
post till 2017. “I worked a lot and took
Darpan across the country. I con-

considers as the game changer.
Kavita Chaudhury’s serial ‘Udaan’,
daily soap Na Bole Tum Naa Maine
Kuch Kaha (season 2) and films like
‘Batla House' (2019) and ‘Mukti
Bhawan' (2016) brought him interna-
tional recognition. ‘Mukti Bhawan'
won 132 international awards.
Rastogl was also seen in movies
like Thappad' (2020), The Acciden-

DEEPAX GUPTA/MT

tal Prime Minister’ (2019) and ‘Guddu
Rangeela’ (2015) among others and
several recent OTT shows such as
‘Aashram’ (Season 1,2,3) (2020), ‘Rak-
tanchal’ Season 2 (2022), ‘Mumbai
Diaries’ (2021), ‘The Suitable Boy’
(2020) and "Shiksha.Mandal' (2022).
The actor will soon be seen in
upcoming projects such as ‘Bindia’
with Richa Chaddha, ‘'Taali’ with
Sushmita Sen and ‘Capsule Gill' with
Akshay Kumar and Parineeti Chopra.
Rastogi takes inspiration from the-
atre veteran Raj Bisaria (83) who is
still going strong. The actor credits
his success to his wife Sudha Rastogi,
his entire family, his institute and his
fans for his success. He says his scien-
tific work has never come in the way
of his acting.
Rastogl IS also the reciplent of sev-
eral awards, including UP Sangeet
Natak Academy Award (1984), UP
Sangeet Natak Academy Fellow
(2008), Yash Bharti (2017) and Awadh
Samman (2019). He is also a soclal
worker who contributes his earnings
10 social causes. He provides free
medication and other medical help to
underprivileged patients in KGMU,
Lucknow.
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ALL THE WORLD'S A STAGE

(44 feels really sad to
sce that Lucknow
theatre, that was

better than Delhi or Mumbai

theatre around 15 years back,

s not in such a good shape

now.” The man voicing this

concern should know what
be s saming for it is none
other than veteran theatre
artist Amil Rastogt from
Darpan one of the only the-
atre group that has managed
10 keep its postion firm in
umes that are dufficult for
theatre. With no monitory
gains due to lack of ticketed
shows and a general or Luc-
know audience dsinterested
in Jocal theatre, Darpan has
made no compromise with

The Real Page 3

at least one performance a
month and nothing less,” in-
forms Rastogi. Darpan saw
its best years dunng 1970-
1985, in which penod most of
its plays were instant hits.
Stating reasons why the-
atre in Lucknow suffered a
setback in the past few years,
Rastogi said that in metros
like Delhi and Mumbai, van-
ous efforts were made hy or-
ganisations like the National
School of Drama and others.
Especially  with  the
Bharatiya Rang Mahotsav
that happens every year with

60-70 productions theatre re-

ceived a big sumulus in these
cities. However, nothing of
this kind happened in Luc-

quality or standards of 1ts  know, where no concerted ef-
play productions. forts were made by any group
Formed in 1960 in Kanpur  to bolster theatre, “Things
Professor . have deteri-
g,,,. Wecomeupwithat ,ed fur-
murthy, and  |east two-three new ::h" m:n:;
subne- ien 1
quently at pmduc‘.ions each only a few
Lucknow in  year. Going by the 1.:: Darpan
1971, : that are
Dumee statistics, one would seriviod hard
laterspread  realise thatevenin  wwards
to variovs  bad times, Darpan  kecping the-
other small I atre active,”
towns and has putupat cast “Unfortu-
cities. How-  one pcrformancc a nately, duc
ever, Luc- to the finan-
Anow month and clal grants

s T R e dhdmedoes Do ovtennd b

= All the world's a stage
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Nidhi Sharma speaks |

to theatre veteran

Dr Anil Rastogi on
the longevity of
Darpan a theatre

group formed in 1971

and still going

managng tcketed theatre
performarnces » concemed,
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it B qualty work that Ter
Darpan believer 10, he K
Matey e
As far as the dufficultres in stil
shi

bvagest hur-  fac

die win to get an micrenied au o

orgomdeodlii 4 1
really keen on A
watching a groaad bc“c\c 'h
play Besdern.of - Darpan,a
coune, the ¢t »
latge 6 1o pre still com
wntgod quakty  and say th
theatre t.‘:‘:‘*»’ we want t
large number of
takers. Grang an pl’OdUCC q
cample i tha \\'Ol'k
regand, be saad

that besdes met
ros, even m ates ke Hvder- |
abad, Hin& theatre s man- |
aged Inkotod swws with
tekets rangeng from Rs N0y
R 1000 Hosever, due tovar
oy hundties and practical
produicms 2 o BEarh Unposa.
Ble 10 organae tohoted shows
in Lucknow that can help
manage resousves for theatre
1o Blosaom,
Rastog gave the cxample
of Kodata, where Usha Gan-
guly has establubhed Hinds
theatre with txketing Simi-
Las etforts need tobe done in
Lucknow and Darpan s try-
(o 1ty best to work towards
this end. “The lack of infra.

structure in the aty, proper
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I It is special: Dr Anil
Rastogi on Sangeet
Natak Akademi awarc

'
n | have been lucky to have been
part of the Darpan group and

to have worked with Dr Urmil Kumar
Thapliyal. We both worked for :

decades where he was the creative retglape B A o 178 ok
director, and | was managing other O rUona e
affairs as a secretary of the group

- Reminiscing his early days of theatre when he started
with the Darpan group in 1972

Abhishek Shukla

eteran theatre artist, film ac
tor, and former CSIR- Central
Drug Research Institute

(CDRI) scientist Dr Anil Rastogi has
been selected for the Sangeet Natak
Akademi award for acting in the awards
announced on Tuesday.
The 81-year-old Dr Rastogi, who has
also been honoured with the Uttar
. Pradesh Sangeet Natak Akademi Fel- “There are two plays which
lowship in 2007 and the Kalidas Sam- very close to my heart. One is
. man by Madhya Pradesh Government Yahudi Ki Ladki, which was di
in 2019, to name a few, calls this recog by Dr Urmil Kumar Thapliyal
nition special. “It is undoubtedly spe- performed it for the first time
cial because it is India’s highest recog-
nition in the field of performing arts. I

would like to dedicate mis secc;nd play is Vibhas in 2015

N T L) CTC Ll directed by lote Prof Roj Bise

theatre and in CDRI, who

have always been support-

ive and have played a big has done nearly a 100 plays ur

part in,” shares Dr Rastogi. “directors but has also acted
From portraying the role 60 films till date. He has also |

of Senior Superintendent of active in Radio and TV and is
Police and mentor of pro- artist of Akashwani and Doc
tagonist Kavita Chaudhary too. “But theatre has always
in serial Udaan in 1990 to first love. | have been succes:
majudgeinSushm'na other mediums be it films, r:
Sen starrer series Taali in because of what | learned fr
a2 Dir Rastogi not only says Dr Rastogl.
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Ace actor Anil Rastogi to
- get Sangeet Akademi Award

{ Pathikrit Chakraborty &

Adit] Singh | 1
Lucknow: At an nge where
many might consider retl
ring, 81-year-old scientist-tur
ned-actor Anil Rastogi stands
as a beacon of energy and en-
thusiasm. On Tuesday, the es
teemed actor was conferred
with the prestigious Sangeet
Natak Akademi Award by the
National Academy of Music,
Dance, and Drama in New
Delhi, in recognition of his
exceptional contributions to

thefield of acting.

Rastogi’s journey is a tes-
tament to his unwavering
commitment to thearts. With
over 600 theatre performan-
ces, numerous films, and tele-
vision serials to his credit, he
has carved a niche for him-
self as a multifaceted artist.

AT NN N
81-year-old Anil Rastogi

A former scientist at the Cen- :
tral Drug Research Institute :
in Lucknow, Rastogi’s trans- :
ition into acting was driven :
by a profound passion for the
craft. Despite his scientific @
background, Rastogi’s innate :
talent for acting blossomed :
under the tutelage of acclal- :
med theatrestalwartssuchas :

BV Karanth, MK Raina, Ravi @

Baswani, Balraj Pandit, and $
Raj Bisaria.

» Expresses gratitude, P 2

.......................

» Continued fromP1

is association with the
H prime cultural organi-

sation ‘Darpan’ further
honed his skills, shaping him
intoaversatileand accomplis-
hed actor: Rastogi expressed
gratitude, saying,“Thad never
envisioned becoming an ac-
tor, but the unwavering sup-
port and diligently pursuing
it propelled me forward.”

“I am probably the senior
most actor in the country acti-
ve in all four fields of histrio-
nic expressions Viz. theatre,
radio, film and television,” he
added.

Throughout his illustrio-
uscareer, Rastogihasbeen the
recipient of numerous accola-
des, including the UP SNA
Award in1984, UP SNA Fellow
in2007, Yash Bharati Awardin
2016, and the Kalidas Samman
of MP in2019, among others.

His portrayal of diverse
characters, notably as the su-
per cop Bashir Ahmed in the
popular TV serial 'Udaan’, has
garnered widespread accla-
im. Rastogi's versatility shi-
nes through in his roles in
films such as Manzil', 'Khoon
Baha Ganga Mein', 'Mareechi-
ka', and the upcoming Pati

Patni aur Woh', where he essa-

i essesessesessssessesteseens sessssssssasassssssssenEEr

her
Since the inception of the
Darpan theatre group in 1971,
Rastogi has been an integral
part of the theatre landscape.
From his debut in BV Ka-
ranth's Haya Vadan' to his te-
nure as Darpan’s secretary
from 1978 to 2017, his contribu-
tionto Indian theatrehasbeen
invaluable. With over 400
showsof the play PanchhiJaa
Panchhi Aa’ and memorable
performances in productions
like ‘Garam Masala', Rastogi
continues to captivateaudien-
ces with his charisma and ta-
lent.
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| 'SHOW GOES ON' |

Despite competition from OTT
theatre stands tall’

& movies,

HT Correspondent

letters@nhtlive com

LUCKNOW : In today's times,
theatres have to compete with
not just movies but OTT plat-
forms as well. Despite this,
there is a loyal audience for
plays and hence, theatre stands
tall. said popular actor Anil Ras-
togi

He added that theatres in
Lucknow are also ready to com-
pete with new streaming plat-
forms.

“Today, the theatres in the
city are not afraid of innova-
tions. Theatres are also rein-
venting themselves in terms of
scripts, content, dialogue deliv-
ery, presentation of facts, back-
stage techniques, light effects,
sets, concepts, and sound
effects, among others. This
keeps the audience hooked.
Viewers live our script and don't
just watch it. In the days to
come, theatres would be the
first choice for people who wish
to feel the drama and not just
watch it.” said the actor.

He also urged Lucknow resi-
dents to watch plays at Sangeet
Natak Akademi Gomti Nagar
between May 18 and May 26.
These plays will have powerful
script and immaculate perform-
ances, he added

Directed by Bharatendu, the
new play Swaha will be full of

Actor Anil Rastogi

FILE

thriller and suspense. It will be
staged at Sangéet Natak Akad-
emi from 6.30 pm.

Noted director Shubhdeep
Raha said, “Today, OTT has
taken a lead over feature films
when it comes to content and
script. We have to experiment
with content to bring people to
theatres. This has been taken
care of in my plays.”

He added that in his plays,
every person associated with
light, sound, camera, support
staff, and backstage work in
coordination. They rehearse
continuously for a month. Col-
our, light, and soundhavq spe
cial importance in plays, es
cially if it is a thriller. Th
dination of all th : f‘ th

the last 25 .
changed a lot.

.,‘.’
OTT, the theatre has

\.l

In the days to come,
theatre would-be
the first choice for
pcople who wish to
feel the drama and
not just watch it

ANIL RASTOGI, actor

weak performance gets noted
and the audience reacts imme-
diately. Perfection is the key
word and that's why, practice is
important.”

He added, “However,
is a big difference when it
comes to theatre. The O‘I'l'
industry genemed
Rs 20 billion in Rs 31
billion in 2 this
industry earned more than Rs
46 billion in India. In
son, theatre grou make far

less money. Th

nlll miles mm:.' to good
mnunt and script, and po*b*
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